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every solid is built up of molecules, so the
nervous system is built up of nerve-threads and
nerve-corpuscles. We owe to Mr. Lewes our
very best thanks for the stress which he has
laid on the doctrine that nerve-fibre is uniform
in structure and function, and for the word
neurility^ which expresses its common properties.
And similar gratitude is due to Dr. Hughliiigs
Jackson for his long defence of the proposi-
tion that the element of nervous structure
and function is a sensori-motor process. In
structure, this Is two fibres or bundles of fibres
going to the same gray corpuscle; in function
it is a message travelling up one fibre or bundle
to the corpuscle, and then down the other fibre
or bundle.1 Out of this, as a brick, the house
of our life is built All these simple elementary
processes are alike, and each is practically
related only to the adjacent ones; the relation
being in all cases of the same kind, viz, the
passage from a simple to a complex message,
or wee versa.

The result of atomism in any form, dealing
with any subject, is that the principle of
uniformity is hunted down into the elements of
things ; it is resolved into the uniformity of
these elements or atoms, and of the relations
of those which are next to each other. By an

1 Mr. Herbert Spencer had assigned a slightly different element.
of JPsyc/totngy, vol. i. p. 38.